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As in the Himalaya, there i a rrend in the Andes to small alpine style expeditions b mall
teams-this was panicularly so in Patagonia in the 1976-7 winter sea on.

CORDILLERA HUAYHUASH
In Ihe summer of 1976, Rab Carringron and Alan Rouse made an Alpine tyle first ascent of
the 1500m S face of Nevado Yerupaja (6632m), wirh 2 bivouacs, one on the face and one on
the summit. It was most! a 55° ice-climb (EO): they descended via th W face, the 20 pitches
on 45-50° ice taking a mere Zt hour. Thi pair also regi tered a number of Other firSt ascelll ;
the W face of evado Rondoy (5 3m), a mixed and steep ice-climb completed in 2 days
(I lOOm, EO up); the face of evado Rasac (6040m), a very sustained EO 'up route with 12
ice-pirches of oui h Grade 5; the NNW face of Ancocancha (5644m), a shon ice-climb
(600m, DJ which LOok 5 hours.

In 1976, a Japanese parry led by Ikuo KakimoLO climbed rhe E ridge ofYerupaja in 3
weeks with 4 camps, Kondo and Haya hi reaching the summit on 21 August.

CORDILLERA BLA CA
In rhe ummer of 1976, 3 panies were climbing on the S face of Huandoy Sur (6160m). The
first success and first a cent wa by the Japanese team under KakimotO 3 climbers reaching
the summit on 27 June. The were followed by an Italian expedition led by Fran 0 embrini
on 6 July. Finally a French parry under Rene Desmaison completed the climb on 22 July. All
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Ihe pame lOok dillerem rOutes that are extremely dilhcull climbs involving precariou
bivouacs and venical aid climbing.

Polish pany led b tani lav ZierhofTer had al 0 hoped 10 climb Ihe face of Huandoy
ur, bUI when they found 3 other groups there before them, turned lheir anemion 10

Huandoy lone (6395m). They made the fir t a cenl of lhe 900m E face in August 1976,3
climber reaching lhe summil.

A 6-man pani-h pany made lhe fir t ascent of the E ridge of 'evado Pucaranra
(6147m); lhe summit was reached by 4 climbers and a I cal poner after a 3-day pu h from a
camp al 5 OOm. A ub equent attempt by lhis parry on lhe \ fa e of Nevado Chinchey
(6 2m) almosl mCI wilh di astcr. They were hil by an avalan he 120m below lhe summil and
were swepl down 900m; ludily, only onc member wa injured eriously.

outh African climbers Oave Chee mond and Phil Oawson made a ems of evado
Alpama 0 (5947m) and Anesonraju (6025m) in the summer of 1976. They made the first
ascem oflhe NW face of 'e"ado de ILa (5 75m) inlaleJuly, the limb taking' days.

In 1977 a Fren h expedition I d by icolasJaeger made a number of new a em in the
Cordillera Blanca. Jaeger made Ihe fir I 010 a em of lhe \ face ofAlpamayo in 2l hour on
26 May descending the I face in 45 millLne . Later, on 31 May he made a first a,cenl of ama
Cru/. ur (625911l) by lhe I ridge (Ihe firsl solo climb oflhe mountain; lime 5l hour) and on
lhe ,ame day 2 Olher members of the pany climbed the mountain by a dire I mUle on lhe E
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face in 9l hours. Laler lhey made new routes on Ranrapalca (616 m); a solo by Jaege,' oflhe
E face and a new route on me E ridge by 3 other members. ub equently, Jaeger made 010

ascems of Pucaranra and Paclaraju (6274m), An a cem of Huascaran by a parry of 4 wa
followed by a long glider des ent into lhe Mitapampa Valley, 4000m below, b' Rene
Ghilini-a new height record.

CORDILLERA REAL
hee mond and Oawson also climbed in Ihis range. They made what turned OUI 10 be lhe

econd a cent of the very long and ro ky j E ridge of 'evado Jllimani (6462m). Thev
e timaled thal lhe had done 5km of lechnical limbing with 1500m of a cenl, 1500m of
U'a,-ersing 10 reach the N ridge, and a funher 1500m of desCellltO regain the cree. (In fact,
an Italian team under Zappelli had made the fir t a cent earlier in lhe ea on.) They made a
firsl a cenl in 3 da' of the \V ridge ofTiquimani (55-Om) also, main\\" a ro k roule; in both
cases, the rock was of good qualit '.

PATAGONIA
Climber from many nations were active in Palagonia in the 1976-7 sea on. In the FitzRoy
area, John whiltle and Brian Hall made lhe first ascem of the lasl major uriclimbed peak,
Ce'TO Slanhardt on March. They ,,'ere orced 10 retreat on the,r first aneml t, but latel'
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returned, gained their previous high poim, bivouacked and climbed the 300m head-wall the
following day. The Americans John Bragg and Jay Wilson reached the summit of Cerro Torre
a year after their first ascem of Torre Egger. Rouse and Carrington climbed a new route on
the W face of the Aiguille Poincenot in 15 hours having previously failed on th'e 21 OOm W face
of FitzRoy-they completed 1500m before bad weather imervened. In all, 9 climbers reached
the summit of FitzRoy in the season using either the American or Super Couloir routes.

In the Paine group, Cheesmond and Dawson made the first ascem of The Mummer (c
2150m) in 20 pitches (A3,5sup).

The following guide-books have been received:

Guia de Excursionismo para la Cordillera de Santiago Gaston San Roman (Samiago:
Federacion de Andinismo de Chile, 1977, 81 illustrations in black and white, pp 136) Text in
Spanish, describing the hiking that can be done in the Andean district ofSamiago province, in
cemral Chile. Hikes from about 1000 to 5400m high are surveyed; some reach passes on the
Argeminian border. There is no map (readers are referred to military maps sold in the
coumry) and photos are a bit too dark. But heights, distances, resources, huts, camps, poims
of imerest and even local folklore are efficiemly covered. Considering the quality of the text
alone, this work is in my opinion the best so far published by an Andean moumaineer.
Unfortunately this, the first Chilean moumain guide, appears when much of the area it
describes has been awarded in concession to foreign copper companies and closed to local
climbers and hikers.

E. Echevarria

Nievesy Riscos Merideiios R. A. Romero (Caracas: Cromotip, 1976, 108 illustrations in
black and white, 16 in colour, pp 246). Romero surveys the expeditions that his club, the
Cemro Excursionista de Caracas, carried out in the Sierra Nevada de Mhida between 1936
and 1976, mostly around Pico Bolivar the Liberator and an exaggerated patriotism shows in
almost every page. But from the viewpoim of the illustrations, this is the best coverage of the
Merida range that has so far appeared and photography alone can made this book worth its
price.

E. Echevarria

POLAR REGIONS
In Greenland in 1976, a number of small parties of various nationalities were active in the S
and W. Among these were 2 Spanish groups who were in the Evighedsfjord (led by Ramon
Mansol) and Wegeners Halvo (led by Jordi Riera) areas; the latter sailed from Spain in a 30ft
boat. Both parties made some first ascems of minor peaks. The British Trans Globe Expedi
tion under its leader Sir Ranulph Twistleton Wickham-Fiennes with members Charles Burton
and Oliver Shapard spem the summer in Thule training and testing equipment preparatory to
their aim of following the Greenwich meridian around the world. The expedition started in
August 1977, will use surface transport only, and will take 3 years to complete. In April 1976,
Jeni and Derek Fordham, with 2 Eskimos, travelled from Thule via the Kane Basin and along
the E coast of Ellesmere Island, where they surveyed some palaeo- Eskimo settlemems.

The 1977 South African Baffin Island Expedition, led by L. P. Fatti, attempted the N face
of Tasuit Tower. This peak had already been climbed and named Bastion by Roger
O'Donovan's party (see AA] 1977 202). They were driven back by bad weather; however, 2
members climbed the Tower by an easy ridge at the back and also 3 other peaks, one
Castle-a first ascem. See p 153.

Steve Parr writes that he and Phil Bartlett climbed in Baffin Land in July and August 1976.
An attempt on the S face of Moum Asgard was foiled by bad weather. However, they made 2
major new ascents. The first was a rock-tower in a valley S of Tyr Peak, lying fairly close to
Summit Lake. The route was via the NW ridge (about 2000ft) in 23 hours with 60 aid poims;
upper and lower thirds fairly sustained (Vsup and A2) with a middle section on slabs and
cracks (IVsup). They also climbed the W face of Moum Friga (see accompanying photo); a
mixed route with 2500 to 3000ft of climbing in 8t hours. There was considerable objective
danger from avalanches from the upper couloirs but the technical rock standard was low
(Scottish buttress climbing up to IV). Also inJuly 1976, Craig McKibben and Clark Gerhardt
climbed a new route on the E face of Turnweather Peak in Baffin Land (3000ft, 5.8,A2). In
addition, they made 2 other good ascems nearby. Further detail is given in Mountain 53 13.
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